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SETTING

Present Day
The Crain’s Dressing Room at the Belasco Theatre, New York

THERE WILL BE ONE FIFTEEN MINUTE INTERMISSION.
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<>=CAST BIOS=

Laurie Hardy (Marion Crain) is overjoyed to
be on stage again, especially working once
more with Thom. Despite art imitating life
somewhat here (aging actors always looking
for the next show) this is yet another
challenging role. Some past roles include
Maria Callas (Master Class) M’Lynn (Steel
Magnolias) Clairee (Steel Magnolias) Dotty Otley (Noises
Off!) Mrs. Peachum (Threepenny Opera) Ethel Thayer (On
Golden Pond)...are you seeing the pattern here? Before the
enforced hiatus, Laurie had been performing on area stages
almost continuously for 15ish years. When not rehearsing,
performing and/or studying lines she supports her husband’s
barbershop chorus habit, and sometimes pretends to be a
responsible adult. None of this could happen without the aiding
and abetting from family and friends, whom I thank from the
bottom of my voluminous makeup kit. As always, Papa, this
curtain call is for you!

Thom Carroll (Richard Crain) is making his
first appearance on the Kelsey Theatre stage
and with Maurer Productions. Thom was born
in Boston, MA and spent a good portion of
his 20’s as an actor in that city. After a 34
year theatrical sabbatical to attend to family
and career, he returned to theatre in 2018 at
Somerset Valley Players appearing as John in Calendar Girls,
David in Rehearsal for Murder, Mike in Legally Grey
(opposite the amazing Laurie Hardy), and most recently as
Judge Gaffney in Harvey. He has also been seen as Efram in
The Nance (Circle Players), and Tom in Dinner with Friends
(Center Players). Thom thanks his wonderful director Judi
Parrish for the opportunity; Jennifer Boutros and our terrific
crew for their hard work and professionalism. And a very
special thank you to Laurie for being the greatest stage wife,
and, once again, putting up with his nonsense. Thom is the very
proud father of Rachel and Emily. And he shares the remainder
of his time with the beautiful and brilliant Mary Jane Carroll,
who has earned a special place in Heaven for that duty.




> PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS =

Judi Parrish (Director/Lighting Design) With over 50 years in
community theatre, Judi has credits as a director, musical
director, producer, stage manager, set designer, lighting designer,
sound designer and actress. She has 2 NJACT Perry awards with
MPO, one for acting (Superintendent in The Drowsy
Chaperone), and one for scenic design (NOISES OFF!) Other
directing credits include: Steel Magnolias, The Miracle
Worker, Agnes of God, The Musical of Musicals: The
Musical, A Streetcar Named Desire, Master Class, The Glass
Menagerie, Proof, and Doubt, A Parable. Her next directing
project will be Olive & The Bitter Herbs for Langhorne Players
in April. When not doing theatre she spends her time with her cat,
Filbert, going for long canal walks, and planning trips with her
son and son-in-law!

John Maurer (Producer/Marketing/Set Design) John founded
MPO with his wife, Diana, and his brother, Dan, in 2004. John
has directed over 22 plays and musicals, including Around the
World in 80 Days (Perry Award for Outstanding Production of a
Play) and City of Angels. He is an accomplished set designer,
costume designer, make-up artist, and prop master. He holds 25
of the company’s 67 NJACT Perry Award nominations, having
won seven times. John started in theater at the age of 10 and ever
since then has been an actor, magician, clown, juggler, balloon
sculptor, stilt-walker, and mime and has specialized in comedy
and improvisational theater. John and Diana are internationally
produced playwrights, having written three interactive plays that
have been produced in England, New Zealand, and US.

Diana Gilman Maurer (Producer) Diana is a mom, actress,
producer, and director. She founded Maurer Productions OnStage
with her husband, John, and brother-in-law, Dan. MPO has won
numerous Kelsey & Perry Awards, including Outstanding
Production of a Musical (AIDA) and Outstanding Production of a
Play (Driving Miss Daisy and Around the World in 80 Days).
Diana was nominated for Kelsey Awards for directing A Little
Murder Never Hurt Anybody and Jake’s Women. She was
nominated for a Perry Award and won the Kelsey Award for
Outstanding Director of a Play (Sleuth) in 2018. Her next project
will be directing the children’s show Nick Tickle, Fairy Tale
Detective for the Kelsey Players this March.




> PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS =

Jennifer Boutros (Stage Manager) Jennifer is beyond thrilled
to be back at Kelsey Theater and honored to work with Maurer
Productions OnStage for the very first time. After far too long
of a hiatus, she returned to the theater in the winter of 2020 and
performed in Journey to Broadway (Ensemble), Inherit the
Wind (Mrs. Blair), and The Sound of Music (Nun). Eager to
participate behind the scenes as well, Jennifer also served as
stage manager for 12 Angry Men, backstage crew for Cabaret,
and lighting board operator for Frozen Jr. Jennifer would like
to thank MPO, Judi, Laurie, Thom, and the remarkable crew for
working to create such an incredible experience, and she looks
forward to joining them again—both on stage and behind the
scenes.

Jeff Cantor (Master Carpenter) Jeff started his theater work
assisting with set construction on a 2003 Pierrot Productions
production of Noises Off! at Kelsey Theater and got hooked. In
2006 while helping with a production of You’re a Good Man
Charlie Brown, Jeff joined the board of directors of Maurer
Productions OnStage (MPO) as Master Carpenter. In the
ensuing years, he has worked on over fifty productions for
MPO as well as various other community theater and school
drama groups with over forty-five master carpenter credits and
over fifteen set design credits. In addition, Jeff has stage
managed four shows including MPO’s production of Aida and
worked on running crew or as effects coordinator on over a
dozen more. His work has been nominated for three Perry
Awards in set design (one win for MPO’s Noises Off! in
(2019) and six other Perry Award nominations for Outstanding
Production including three winners: Around the World in 80
Days (2016), Aida (2012), and Driving Miss Daisy (2008); all
with Maurer Productions. Jeff would like to thank John Maurer
of Maurer Productions OnStage for his mentorship in set design
and construction; Marilyn Stoddard and the rest of the drama
program staff at West Windsor Plainsboro High School South
for their support and dedication to theater; and his wife
Michelle for her love, patience, and understanding.




> PRODUCTION STAFF BIOS =

Jill Katz (Props & Set Dressing) is so excited to be back at
Kelsey Theater doing props for this funny and delightful show!
It was a long hiatus but thankful for Judi and MPO for bringing
her back. She was introduced to the magical world of backstage
theater by her two kids Makenna and Dayley. Although you
won't find Jill on stage, she has been involved in over 20 shows
here at Kelsey. As always, she is excited to be working with the
cast and crew (especially her daughter Dayley running the
lighting board) and hope you enjoy the show and being back for
live theater!

Erin Leder (Hair & Make-up) Having been involved in all
aspects of theatre since adolescence, Erin’s favorite past credits
include hair and make-up for the MPO productions of
Hollywood Arms and The Glass Menagerie, playing Maggie
in Jakes Women, Belinda in NOISES OFF! (NJACT Perry
Nomination), and Meg in Leading Ladies, all with MPO; Lily
in The Twentieth Century with Theater to Go, Cora in
Calendar Girls with Pennington Players, Cunningham in The
Last Days of Judas Iscariot at ActorsNet, and Annelle in Steel
Magnolias at Somerset Valley Playhouse. She directed It’s
Only a Play for Langhorne Plays and will be directing there
again with Third in August 2022.

Ruth Schanbacher (Costume Design) Combining a love of
history and fashion into a love of theater behind the scenes,
specializing in period works, Ruth's goal is for her costumed
performer to see their character when they look into the mirror.
A knack for organizing both costumes and people, Ruth has
enjoyed working with community theatre in PA and NJ. Recent
Costume Design work include Journey Into Broadway, Sound
of Music, and 33 Variations at the Kelsey Theatre; Mame!,
Damn Yankees, and Oliver! for Newtown Arts Company;
Betrayal for Langhorne Players; The Man Who Shot Liberty
Valance, Witness for the Prosecution, Red Velvet, An
Inspector Calls, A Murder is Announced, and a slew of
shows for The Actors’ NET, where Ruth also served as the
company Wardrobe Manager.




« ABOUT THE PLAY «

This broadsided salute to the triumphs and heartbreaks of
working in the theater is a sweet homage to backstage life and
Broadway itself. It delivers laughs when we need them the
most, as well as nuggets of Broadway history! The characters
and their lives are fictional, but the Belasco Theatre IS a real
Broadway house with a rich history of productions, including
Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown, Dracula the
Musical, and revivals of Follies and The Rocky Horror Show.
And yes, John Barrymore DID have one of his comebacks at the
Belasco. In fact, it was his last Broadway production. We invite
you to relax, put your cares away, and listen for those nuggets
of Broadway history! Oh...and no animals or actors were
harmed in the making of this play!

<> Welcome to the Kelsey Theatre <

ARTISTEIC DIRECTOR ..o Sl i, . s ties eo ns M. Kitty Getlik
ACADEMIC THEATRE

& DANCE COORDINATOR ................. Jody Gazenbeek-Person

SENIOR ADMINISTRATIVE SPECIALIST ........... Amy Bessellieu

TECHNICAL COORDINATOR ......coovviiiinniieinnnnnns Kate Pinner
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Evan Paine, Judith Parrish
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THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS
JULY 2021 DONATIONS

JAMES KYLE
KATHY KARMAZIN
DANIELLE MILLER WINROW
DOMINGO CUEVAS
ELISA CRAPANZANO
DEB FREEMAN
KENDRA PFEFFER
DAVID RYAN
WYNN JANOWITZ
PHIL HARVEY
GAIL SNITZER
TANYA ROBINSON
WILMA SOLOMON
SHEILLA KRAFT
SHANNA JADOORAM
JOSEPH RIPPERT
NIKKI AUSTIN
BARRINGTON CROSS
ROSEMARY SCHULTHEISS
JIM TAPLEY
LAURA WITTMAN
MARYANN & LEN KRALIK
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THANK YOU

TO OUR SPONSORS
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PATRICIA POLITE BRENDAN BLIGH
GENEVIEVE ALSTON SHEILA MAKKAY
JESSICA BOMM TARA MICHAELS
HILARY JERSEY ANNA SHIFTON
THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS
OCTOBER 2021 DONATIONS
MONA CARLI NANCY BREESE
KELLY PEATE JAMES KELLY
THOMAS BARONI BETHANNE KAFASIS
CELIA GRIEPENTROG ~ KATHLEEN LEHR
KRISTI HENDRICK MADELINE & LAWRENCE MANSIER
VALERIE WALKER JERROLD & LAVINIA STOUT
PORTIA WONG FRANK FOULKES

EDWARD S SPROLES JR  TYRONE FIELDS
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PLATINUM SPONSOR

BETH ANNE KAFASIS
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BRYAN NEMETH
MELISSA CLARK
ANGEL DURAN
RALPH ASPLEN
LISA PICCIRILLO
ELIZABETH RAPACCHIETTA
JODI O DONNELL
SUNIL REGUNA
ERIN FLANAGAN
JOANN SHIFTON
PAULA COLE
JESSICA STEPHENS
GALE AUCOTT
MARGARET LIVINGSTON
JUDITH WATKINS
ALLISON BREIDENBACH
ROBERT KELLETT
DEBORAH BYRNE
ADRIENNE PETRO
FRANK VARNAVAS

KEVIN McDOWELL
SUSAN MALONEY
EUGENE McDERMOTT
JENNIFER SCHAUB
CAROL SMITH
LARAINE SCHWARTZ
ROSA JONES
HILARY LEBOFF
TRAVIS HUGHES
JOHN MACNEIL
ANGELA FARINA
PETER LACHANCE
BRITTANY SIMMONS
HEATHER PEARSON

CHARLES & MARGARET FALK

JEFFERY BOWERS
MARIE SANTA
VALERIE WALKER
MICHAEL VERRAULT
DINO COLAROCCO
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DECEMBER 2021 DONATIONS

WILLIAM WIESZCZEK

VIKTOR OLUKHOV
TODD GREGOIRE
KELLI WILSON
HOWARD BURTON
SHAMUS DUNN

MICHELE ONDERDONK

ALAN HYDE
CHUNYAN YANG
GARGI ANAND
ELAINE LECRONE
EUGENIA PROCYK
JODI WEINSTEIN
MARY ORLANDO
JESSICA FABULA
ADAM MILECKI
KRISTA GOSS
EILEEN DONOHUE
MICHAEL YOUNG
DEREK A HOLMES
SARAH FIGUEIRA
AMY GOMEZ

ROBERT SPINA
GOPI GOVAN
MOLLY KOPERA
RITA KHAN
LEAH HOUSEL
PATRICIA TRANI
NANCY WHALEN
JARRAD KODRAN
ARTHUR VINEN
MARY DeRISO
JOHN MURPHY
STACY DANKA
CHRISTINE MERCER
FRANK HAGER
DENISE GRAMIGNA
HELENA KRAVITZ
AMY DIXON
KATHLEEN FINN
EMILY BELL
ROSA BOCCELLA
NICHOLAS BAMOND
CHARLES BETROS
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STEVEN MISIURA
JUDITH WATKINS
EUGENIA PROCYK
DEBBIE FOXWORTH
VALERIE WALKER
DAVID AUST

THANK YOU
TO THE KELSEY THEATRE
2021-2022 GOLD/SILVER SPONSORS

Martin Bloomenthal
Jeff Cantor & Michelle Glover

Elizabeth Elliott
in memory of John Lewis Elliot

Laurie Hardy
Robert Humes
Beth Anne Kafasis
Madelene & Lawrence Mansier
Dr. Aamir Rehman
Dr Jeff & Nancy Scharf
Edward S. Sproles Jr.




KELSEY THEATRE & MPONSTAGE

MARIA KEYSER
& DAN KEYSER

WRITTEN BY DIRECTED BY

JAMES HINDMAN JOHN M. MAURER

KELSEY FEBRUARY 18, 19, 25, 26, 2072 AT &PM
v FEBRUARY 20, 77, 2072 AT 2PM
1200 0LD TRENION ROAD
WEST WINDSOR, N) 08550 US4, .
WWWKELSEYTHEAIRE .OKG “CKE]S (()O 9) 570 5 55 5
ORIGINAL POSIER DESIGN BY MONIQUE CARBONI
“POPCORN TALLS" IS PRESENTED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CONCORD THEATRICALS ON BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. WWW.CONCORDTHEATRICALS. COM




